[A case with upper limb dominant Guillain-Barré syndrome and serum IgG anti-GT1a antibodies: sparing oropharyngeal palsy].
We report a 78-year-old man with Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) who showed upper limb dominant muscle weakness following an upper respiratory infection. He had no weakness in extraocular, oropharyngeal and neck muscles. Tendon reflexes were absent in his upper limbs. Electrophysiological studies suggested demyelination of motor nerves in his upper and lower extremities. He had serum IgG antibodies to GM1 and GT1a but not to GQ1b. Anti-GT1a antibodies did not cross-react to GM1 by means of the absorption test. Titers of the antibodies decreased after recovering from muscle weakness of upper limbs. Since the presence of serum antibodies to GT1a but not to GQ1b were reported in patients with pharyngeal-cervical-brachial weakness of Guillain-Barré syndrome, it has been suggested that anti-GT1a antibodies play a role in acute oropharyngeal neuropathy. This is the first report of a patient with GBS lacking oropharyngeal palsy who had serum IgG antibodies to GT1a but not to GQ1b. Our case suggests that anti-GT1a antibodies are related not only with acute oropharyngeal neuropathy but also with upper limb dominant motor neuropathy.